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118TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION s. 

To imprnvc certain criminal provisions. 

IN" THE SE:-.JA'rE OP 'l'HE lJNI'l'ED S1'ATES 

Mr. GRASSLEY (fol' hi1m;clf, i\fr. HAWLEY, !\fr. CO'l"l'ON, i\Ir. KE:?NimY, M1·. 

Tn,1,rn, Mi's. CAPITO, i\fr. CAssmY, M~. Cou,1;,,;s, i\fr. CHAMmt, :Vii·. 
CRAPO, Mrs. l<"'ISCIIl~H, lVIr. LANJG?OHD, :\Tr. MCCON:-.JF.:LI,, i\Ir. RISCII, 

l\Ir. Rumo, Mr. SCOTT of Sonth Carolina, :.\fr. 'rm1:-m, Mr. BOOZMAN, 

and ;\Irs. BTu\CKHl!RN) i11trodnced the following I.Jill; which was read twice 
and referred to tlw Committee on _______ _ 

A BILL 
To improve certain criminal provisiom;, 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and H O't/.Se of Representa,-

2 tives of the United States ofAnierica in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "Combating Violent and 

5 Dangerous Crime Act". 

6 SEC. 2. BANK ROBBERY AND RELATED CRIMES. 

7 Section 2113 of title ] 8, United States Code, 1s 

8 amended-

9 

10 

(1) in subsection (a)-

(A) by striking ", or attempts to take,"; 
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2 

3 

and 

2 

(B) by st1·iking "or attempt;; to obtain'\ 

(C) by inserting· he/'on~ "; or" the fol-

4 lovriug: '', or attempts to do ::;o"; 

5 (2) by rccksignating subsl~ctions (f), (g\ and 

6 (h) as subsections (g), (h), and (i), respectiYdy; and 

7 (:J) b,· inserting after subsection (c) the fol-

8 lowing·; 

9 "(f) \Vl1ocvcr conspires to tommit any offense nuder 

10 this section shall bl~ subject to the same penalties as those 

11 prescribed for tlw offense the commission of which was 

12 the objcet of the conspiracy.". 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SEC. 3. PROTECTION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF 

THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) FINDINGS.- CongnJss finds the following: 

(1) Of'fieers aucl employees of the United States 

Government dutifully and faithfully serve the United 

States, often placing themselves at serious risk of 

death or bodily hanu, in onler to prese1Te, protect, 

and defend the intcl'ests of the United States. 

(2) Iu prohibiting the assanlting, resisting, or 

impeding· of officers and employees of the U11itecl 

States Government, Congress intended to rna..."'Gmize 

protection for l17ederal officers and employees and 
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1 cnsm·e that individuals who kill or crnsault I1'ecleral 

2 officers or employees arc prosecuted. 

3 (:l) The United States Court of Appeals for the 

4 Sixth Circuit analyzed section 111 of title 18, 

5 United States Codc1 correctly when it fourn\ "C\1t-

6 cgorizing § lll(a)(l} as a general intent crime ftn·-

7 thers the congressional ol~jcctiYe: 'If a person acts in 

8 a manner which is asBaultive toward a federal offi-

9 eial, withm1t speeifically intending lrn1·m or the ap-

10 prehensi011 of imminent harm, the official stil1 ·would 

11 be impeded in the performance of his offidal du-

12 ties.' ' 1 United States Y. Kimes, 24G li1 )M 8001 809 

13 (6th Cir. 2001), quoting United States v. ,Jenning·s, 

14 855 F. Snpp. 1427, 1440 (M.D. Pa. Hlf)4). 

15 (4_) Federal courts, llwhidi11g the. United States 

I 6 Courts of Appeals for the Second, Is'ourth1 Sixth, 

17 Se.Yenth, Eighth, Ninth) and EleYenth Cireuits, have 

18 correctly interpreted scetion 111 of titll\ 18 1 United 

19 States Coclc1 to be a crime of g-ene-1•al intent rather 

20 than a erirne of spceific intent. 

21 (5) Otlier r11ecleral eonrtH, inelnding- the United 

22 States Courts of Appeals for the First) Fii-'th, and 

23 Tenth Cireuits, have issued dee.isions vvith language 

24 arguably suggesting that section 111 of title 18, 

25 United States Code, is a crime of specific intent 
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1 rather than a crime of g·encral intent, creating the 

2 appearance of a split nrnong the 1Jnited States 

3 eonrts of appeals. 

4 (6) TH light of the appearmwe of a split among 

5 the United States courts of appeals descrilJcd in 

6 paragTaph (5), it has become necessary for CongTess 

7 to clarify its original intent that section 111 of title 

8 18, Unitc<l States Code, is a crime of ·general intent. 

9 (b) AMENllME:-i1'.-Section 111 of tit.le 18, United 

10 States Code, is ame11ded by adding' at the lmd the fol-

11 lowing: 

12 "(cl) K.c,OWLIJIJGE ()I<' Dgpg;>;l)A?-i'l'.-ln a prosocu-

13 tion for an offense under subsection (a), the Goverrm1cnt 

14 need ncit prove that the defendant-

IS ''(l) knew that the Yidim of the offense was a 

16 person designated in s(.1ction 1114 or perform<xl offi-

17 cial duties during service as a person so designated; 

18 or 

19 "(2) acted ,vith any intent g1·eater than knowl-

20 cdg-e.n. 

21 SEC. 4. MO'l'OR VEIITCLES. 

22 Section 2119 of title 18, United States Code, rn 

23 amended-

24 (1) in the matter preceding paragniph (1)-
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1 (A) by strildnµ; '\ with the intent tn cause 

2 death or se1·ious hodily harm"; 

3 (B) by inserting a comma after "force and 

4 ,ioleuce"; allcl 

5 (C) by inserting "or eonspir<-'Sn after "at-

6 tempts''; 

7 (2) in parap·aph (1 ), by striking· "lil years" 

8 and inserting· "20 yearsn; 

9 (3) h,• re<lesig-nating paragraphs (2) all(] (3) as 

10 paragTaplis {3) and (4), respectively; 

11 (4) b)' inserting after paragTaph (1) the fol-

12 lowing·: 

13 "(2) if a dangerous ,vcapon or device is used in 

14 committing, or in attempting to commit, the offense, 

15 be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 

16 than 25 years, or Loth,1'; and 

17 (5) in paragraph (3), as so redesignatcd, by 

18 striking ''25 years'' and inserting "40 years". 

19 SEC. 5. PENALTIES FOR FIREARMS OFFENSES. 

20 Section 924(c)(3)(B) of title 18, United States Code, 

21 is ameuded to read as follmn;: 

22 "(B) is a conspiracy, or an attempt, to (:ommit 

23 an offense that has as au element the use, att.mnptccl 

24 use, or threatened use of physical force against the 

25 person or property of another.". 
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1 SEC. 6. OFFENSES INVOLVING CANDY-FLAVORED CON-

2 TROLLED SUBSTANCES MANUFACTURED OR 

3 DISTRIBUTED FOR MINORS. 

4 (a) IN GBKEl<AI,.-Part D of the Co11trollecl Sub-

5 stances Act (21 U.S.C. 841 et seq.) is amended by inscrt-

6 ing aft.cl' sel~tion 418 tJrn following-: 

7 "MANUF'AC'l'lllUNG OR DIS'l'RlHUTING CA:\DY-PLAVOI-mD 

8 CONTROLLBD SUBS'l'A__;_"\'CgS F'OI-t 1vIJNOR8 

9 "SEC. 418a. (a.) Except as provided ill subsection (c) 

10 and in sectiou 418, 419, or 420, n persou shall be subject 

11 to the penalty described in imbscction (b) if the person 

12 violates section 40l(a)(l)-

13 ''(1) by manufacturing, creating-1 distributing, 

14 dispeni::ing-1 or possessing Virith intent to distribute a 

15 controlled substance listed in schecl11le I or II that 

16 IS-

17 "(A) combined with a candy or beverage 

18 product; 

19 ''(B) marketed or packag·ed to appear simi-

20 lar to a candy or hurnragc proclnc~t; 01· 

21 ''(C) modified by -flavoring or eoloring· to 

22 appear simila1· to a candy or beverage product; 

23 and 

24 "(2) knowing1 or having· reasonable cause to be-

25 lieve1 that the controlled :-.uhstancc will be distrih-
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1 uted, dispensed1 or sold to a person under 18 yearr,; 

2 of age. 

3 "(b) The pe1ialty described in thir,; subi;;ec.tion is-

4 1'(l) in the case of a first offense involving the 

5 same controlled substance and scheclnlc, an aclcli-

6 tional term of imprisonment of not mm·e than 10 

7 yearn; and 

8 "(2) in the em;c of a 8Cconcl or subsequent of-

9 fense involving the same controlled snbstance and 

10 schedule, all additional term of imprisonment of not 

11 more than 20 years. 

12 "(c) Subsection (a) shall not apply to any controllcrl 

13 substance that-

14 .1(.1) has been approved by the Secretary unLler 

15 seetion 505 of the Federal Food1 Drug, awl Cos-

16 metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355), if the contents, mar-

17 keting, and packaging of the controlled substance 

18 lu-.tYe not been altered from the form approved by the 

19 Sem·eta1y; or 

20 "(2) has been altered at the direction of a prac-

21 titioner who is acting for a legitimate meclicaJ pnr-

22 pose in the usual course of professional praeticc.". 

23 (b) TECIINIC~\.J; A:'\'D CONFORl\lil'W AMBND:\m"N"'f.-

24 The table of contents for the Comprehensiw Drug Abuse 

25 Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-513; 
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1 84 Stat. 12:3ti) is amended by inserting after the item re-

2 lating to section 418 the following: 

''See. 418u. ;\Janul'adnring· or (\isti-ibnting ea!l(l_y-fltffOrNI contro!le(\ snbstanee:,; 
fur minurs.". 

3 (c) SENTENCING GU1I)ElJI?\1Ji.ls.-Pursua11t to its au-

4 thority under section HH4 of title 28, United States Code, 

5 and in accordance with this section, the United States 

6 Sentencing- CommiRsion shall amend and revimv the Ped-

7 eral sentencing guidelines and policy statements to ensure 

8 that the guidelines provide for a pe11alty enhancement of 

9 not less than 2 offense levels for a violation of section 

10 40l(a)(l) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 

11 841(a)(l)) if the defendant-

12 (1) manufactures, creates, dishibutei:; 1 dis-

13 pcnscs, or possesses with intent to distribute a eon-

14 trolled subRta11ce listed in sd1eclule I or II that it:>-

15 (A) combined with a candy m· bfvcrage 

16 procluet; 

17 (B) marketed or packag·ed to appear s1111I-

l8 lar to a cau<ly or hcYcrage pro<luet; or 

19 (C) modified by flavoring or eol'oring to ap~ 

20 pear similar to a ea11dy or beverage product; 

21 and 

22 (2) knows, or has reasonable ca.use to believe1 

23 that the controllecl substance. will be distrihutml, tlis-

24 pcnsed, 01· Rold to a person under 18 yearR of age. 
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] SEC. 7. KIDNAPPING. 

2 Section 1201 of title JR, United States Cotle, 1s 

3 amen<le<l-

4 (1) by striki11g subseetion (a) a11Cl ·iusertiug tlle 

5 following: 

6 "(a) KIDNAPPING-.-

? ' 1 (1) OPFI~NSE.-Except as providc(l in para-

8 graph (2), it sha.ll be nnlawful for any p0rso11 1 in any 

9 eircmnsta1rn(~ described in 11arag-raph (0), to-

10 "(A) trnlawfully-

11 "(i) seize, confine, kidnap, abduet, or 

12 can)' mvay an individual by-

13 n(l} force antl YioJcnec; or 

14 ''(II) intimidation; or 

15 u(ii) inveigle or deeoy an incli\·id1rn.lj 

16 antl 

17 "{B) hold the individual described in su!J-

18 paragraph (A) for ransom, reward, or other-

19 ""se. 

20 "(2) ExcEP'rrox.-Paragraph (1) shall not 

21 apply to an aet done against a minor by the parent 

22 thereof. 

23 ''(8) Cm.CCi\I8T1\NCEs.-A circumstance de-

24 scribed in this paragraph is that-

25 '\A) the individual is ·willfully transported 

26 in inter:c.;tate -or foreign eomrnercc1 regard.less of 
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1 whether the individual was alive ,vhcn trnnsM 

2, ported across a State bounclar;y, or the offender 

3 tl'a:vels in interstate or foreign commerce or 

4 uses the mail or any mea11s, facility, or instru-

5 mentality of interstate or foreign c01ru1wrce in 

6 committing or in furtherance of the commission 

7 of the offense; 

8 "(B) a11y such aet against the individual is 

9 done within the special maritime and territorial 

10 jurisdiction of' the United States; 

11 "{C) any such act against the. individual is 

12 clone vvitl1in the special aireraft jurisdiction of 

13 the United States as defined in section 4G;J01 

14 of title 49; 

15 "(D) the individual is a foreign official, an 

16 intcrnatioually protected person, or au official 

17 guest as those terms are defined m scetion 

18 lllG(b) of this title; or 

19 ' 1(E) the individual is among tho:-.c officers 

20 and employees de8cribecl in section 1 114 of this 

21 title and auy such act against the iudividnal is 

22 douc while the individual is eug'agecl iu, or ou 

23 account of, the performance of official duties. 

24 1'(4) PrnN"ALTY.-1\ny person ,vho commits a 

25 violation under this subRection shaJl he punished by 
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1 imprisonment for any term of years 01· for life ancl1 

2 if' the t.lcath of any individual reimlts, shall be pun-

3 ished by death or life irnprisonrnent.n; 

4 (2) in subsection (b )-

5 (A) by striking "subsection (a)(l), above," 

6 and insmting ''subseetion (a)(:3)(A)''; 

7 (B) by Rtriking: ''hen anc.1 irrncrti11g "the 

8 ,ictim"; and 

9 {C) by striki11g "m1der this seeti011" and 

10 inserting "nuder this subsection"; l:'mcl 

11 (3) in subsection (f) 1 by striking ''subsection 

12 (a}{ 4)" each place it appears and inserting 11sub-

13 section (a) ,vith respect to a. ell'ctm1stanee described 

14 in paragntph (3)(D) of that subsection". 


