The Spread of Zika Virus

The Senate Must Act



Jose Wesley, born in Brazil with Zika related
microcephaly.
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* Republicans seek $1.2B to fight and prevent Zika from becoming a
health crisis.



The Spread Of The Zika Virus
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Estimated range of the mosquitoes behind the Zika virus

Aedes aegypti is considered the most important vector for Zika virus transmission
to humans, but Aedes albopictus has been identified as a potential vector as well.
U.S. southern states are especially vulnerable to the spread of Zika because of the
warm, humid climate.
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The Gulf Coast is especially vulnerable.

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention THE WASHINGTON POST



Republicans propose $1.2B to fight Zika now.

» $476M-Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
« Mosquito control, education, surveillance, response

» $230M-National Institutes of Health
 Vaccines and testing

« $85M-Biomedical Advanced Research & Development
 Research, development and deployment of new tests

e $141M-Areas with Local Transmission
 Health care for mothers and children

« $175M-State Dept/USAID
* International efforts to stop Zika



Public health emergencies are inevitable.
Our pattern of responding isn’'t working.

« Ebola. Zika. West Nile Virus. Public health emergencies are inevitable, and the ability to respond to them in a timely fashion is
critical.

* It has become a pattern that every few years, when an outbreak of an infectious disease or other public health emergency
occurs, the world community is taken by surprise. As media coverage increases, public panic grows.

* In response, the U.S. government scrambles to deal with the possible threat, sometimes appropriating billions of dollars in
emergency funding, and sometimes—as is the case with Zika—delaying appropriating funds while congressional debate ensues.

» The pattern has shown that as media coverage fades, public panic recedes. Avian flu, MERS, Ebola, and other diseases fade
from public and government consciousness.

« This pattern is both financially inefficient and dangerous to public health.

Every country with confirmed Ebola cases
Sources: WHO, CDC
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We need rapidly available funds in the Public
Health Emergency Fund, which ensure a
bridge.

» A better approach than this inefficient pattern would be to implement a permanent ability for federal

response agencies

* the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR)
* the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

» the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

« the National Institutes of Health (NIH)

» other federal departments—to respond proactively to better track and get ahead of infectious diseases and other public
health emergencies before they spread or get out of control.

« Funding would ideally be spent according to best practices learned from previous responses to
public health emergencies, appropriated based on historic needs, and with accountability and

oversight for expended funds.
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The Public Health Emergency Response
and Accountability Act does the following:

 Public Health Emergency Fund:

« The bill funds the existing Public Health Emergency Fund in section 319 of the Public
Health Service Act. These funds would be available for response upon a declaration
of a public health emergency by the HHS secretary.

* Flexibility in Use of Funds:

« Funds would carry emergency authorities to the agencies that use them, including
transfer authority, flexible hiring, exemption from certain administration restrictions,
and flexible contracting authorities.

 Accountability:

« Agencies involved would be required to report monthly to Congress on the progress
of the response.

« Post-emergency, GAO would do a look-back audit, report to Congress, and provide
recommendations on how to incorporate best response practices in the future.




This Is coming to the US

» Babies with microcephaly
born in Puerto Rico, New
Jersey and Hawail.

» TWO pregnant women in
llinois tested positive for Zika.

 Deaths In Utah and Puerto
RICO.

* Will we work to stop 1t?







