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Regarding the article by 
Nolan McKendry concerning 
LA GATOR, the program by 
Gov. Jeff Landry to use public 
funds to finance private 
schools is a veiled attempt at 
subtle covert segregation. 

In stead of allocating 
those funds for the uplift and 
improvement of public edu-
cation for the masses it fo-
cuses the monies on a few. In 
my experience I’ve found that 

when public monies are being 
made available those that 
are in the know — and I’m 
speaking of those that work 
in state government — have 
already let their close friends 
and neighbors know when, 
where and how to be first in 
line to receive such funds. 
It is unfair and unethical for 
state government to do what 
they’re doing without a pub-
lic vote. Former GOP state 

Rep. Julie Emerson, who now 
serves as Landry’s chief of 
staff,claims that “LA GATOR 
is giving parents more con-
trol over how state education 
dollars are used.” 

That is a bogus statement! 
In reality LA GATOR gives 

the state more control over 
how public education dollars 
are used. 

Darol King Sr.
Lake Charles

Monday night a member 
of the HipHop Caucus spoke 
at the Sulphur City Council 
about the dangers of our local 
petrochemical facilities. It 
was powerful and I thought 
it time to write about the 
dangers of particulate matter, 
which we are exposed to daily 
and usually at a dangerous 
level.

If you have asthma, COPD, 
heart disease or are at risk of 
dementia, week before last 
was a terrible week for you in 
the greater Lake Charles area. 
There were three separate 
accidents in our area that 
released huge quantities of 
particulate matter into our 
air. When accidents like this 
happen, historically (and 
currently) we are told there 
was/is no impact beyond 
the fenceline, disputing the 
evidence our eyes see – black 
or gray smoke billowing over 
the facilities fencelines and 
contaminating our neighbor-
hoods.

“No impact beyond the 
fenceline” is a lie. Years of re-
search have shown that par-
ticulate matter (smoke/soot) 
have health consequences.

In 2024 the EPA increased 
our protection from these 

particles that frequently carry 
Volatile Organic Compounds 
(air toxins that negative-
ly impact our health). Last 
month the EPA, under direc-
tion from the current federal 
administration, reversed their 
position and started reverting 
to older air quality standards.

In our area there are sev-
eral air quality monitors that 
have shown the public that 
the level of particulate matter 
in our air was above the 9 µgs 
that was the safety level in 
the 2024 rule change MORE 
THAN 2/3 OF THE TIME!

That means that our PM 
2.5 air quality usually in-
creases our health risks, and 
definitely increases the risk 
of dementia. 

1. Research findings 
suggest that PM 2.5 exposure 
was associated with increased 
AD risk, primarily through 
direct rather than comorbidi-
ty-mediated pathways. In real 
people language, it does not 
matter what other illnesses 
you have, or don’t have. By it-
self PM 2.5 increases Alzhei-
mer’s risk.

Another research arti-
cle shows that outdoor air 
pollutants are risk factors for 
dementia, indicating that re-

duced exposure to pollution 
could reduce dementia rates 
and stricter air quality stan-
dards would likely provide 
substantial health, social, and 
economic benefits. 

2. Even if you cannot see 
the smoke, it can still affect 
you. So, the next time you 
see those big, black billows 
of smoke coming from an 
industrial fire, brush fire, or a 
flare, know that it is causing 
great harm and our govern-
ment, both federal and state, 
is taking steps to lessen the 
protections in place, instead 
of strengthening them. The 
people most affected by toxic 
air pollution live downstream 
of the prevailing wind, which 
for us comes from the south 
or southwest, and are the 
elderly, chronically ill, folks 
who are low-income, and 
black, indigenous and other 
people of color.

As a nation and state 
that proudly claims that the 
majority of our citizens are 
Christians, it seems we have 
collectively decided to ignore 
the teachings of Christ to 
love our neighbors and to 
protect the vulnerable.

Cynthia P. Robertson
 Sulphur

While most in the free world 
can agree on the egregious 
nature of the Iranian Theocracy 
that despotically and cruelly 
governs Iran, the idea that the 
USA would more or less unilat-
erally start a “War,” President 
Trump’s words, is tragic and 
unacceptable.

Under different and thought-
out plans perhaps such an 
operation is plausible, but not 
here. At this time, there has been 
no clear or consistent justifica-
tion for this military operation. 
On top of that, there has been no 
indication that any contingencies 
concerning the Iranian response, 
for which there should be plans 
to counter, have been considered 
by the administration. In fact, the 
recent “classified” briefing to U.S. 
Senators by the Administration 
revealed no contingency planning 
for the closing of the Strait of 
Hormuz by Iran. 

If you do not know, that is 
perhaps the most strategic bottle-
neck for oil and gas transport in 
the world (only 21 miles wide for 
passage) – and Iran has repeated-
ly, for years, threatened, planned 
and armed its coastal military fa-
cilities for that very purpose. To 
not have a plan to counter that 
threat is gross incompetence 
and threatens increased global 
instability. 

This is not an issue open to 
rational debate. While the U.S. 
military has performed its tasks 
with incredible precision, the ci-
vilian administration, President 
Trump and his acolytes, that are 
supposed to provide the expla-
nations for the “end game” and 
policy aims for the conflict, are 
dumbfounded with conflicting, 
ignorant, confusing, and non-
sensical statements. If you have 
not realized the contradictory 
nature of what the president 
and his adherents have said, you 
are not listening.

Further, it was clear from 
“day one” that President Trump 
meant for this war to result in 
regime change because he spe-
cifically stated that on his first 
announcements of the bombing 
campaign. He stated that the 
bombing would eliminate the 
top of the Iranian government, 
stop any further nuclear pro-

gram, and damage the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard (“IRG”), 
and then said to the Iranian 
people, “the rest is up to you,” 
meaning to rise up and over-
throw the Theocracy. The Irani-
an people have been subjugated 
and oppressed for more than 
40 years by a brutal religious 
government and THERE IS NO 
ORGANIZED OPPOSITION in 
Iran. No one has weapons to 
fight the paramilitary Basij and 
IRG. There is no internet to 
facilitate any opposition organi-
zational efforts, as the gov-
ernment has intercepted such 
communications. It is a police 
state. Obviously no planning or 
contingency plans were made by 
the administration for regime 
change – more incompetence.

The president’s unilateral 
act of war without any con-
gressional approval or debate 
— why not debate this and have 
Congress vote on it (the Repub-
licans are in the majority in both 
houses) — is but another insult 
and degradation to Trump’s per-
sistent contempt and ongoing 
efforts to destroy the institu-
tional protections enshrined in 
the U.S. Constitutional system. 
There has never been a presi-
dent that has actively tried to 
degrade and erode our consti-
tutional norms and traditions 
as has Donald J. Trump. The 
lawlessness of this adminis-
tration, on so many levels, has 
resulted in such despondency for 
law enforcement professionals 
that myriads of career lawyers in 
the Department of Justice as well 
as career FBI professionals have 
resigned rather than participate 
in the illegal use of and abuses 
of power that are ongoing. That 
so many of these “average Joe” 
and career professionals, who are 
intimately involved in the “nuts 
and bolts” working of legal and 
constitutional government, and 
have worked for both Democratic 
and Republican administrations, 
are resigning should be a “wake 
up” call for every citizen that 
something is very wrong with 
this administration. All one has 
to do is be rational and objective 
to reach such a conclusion.

Michael H. Schwartzberg
Lake Charles

It’s time to make flood insurance affordable again

Trump’s total disregard for 
constitutional government

Distribution of LA GATOR funds unfair, unethical

Industrial fires, flares ‘causing great harm’

By U.S. Sen. Bill Cassidy
Special to the American Press

Another hurricane season 
is behind us, and for the first 
time since 2015, not a single 
hurricane made landfall in 
Louisiana. That’s good news 
for people with flood insur-
ance, but even better news for 
people without it — a group 
that is growing fast because 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) has become 
too expensive.

In Louisiana, roughly 
70,000 policyholders dropped 
their coverage between 2022 
and 2024. The following year, 
another 52,000 followed suit. 
These aren’t negligent home-
owners — they are families 
priced out of protection by 
the astronomical costs of a 
post-Biden NFIP. And they are 
the people who need coverage 
most.

During the 2016 floods, a 
record-breaking river crest 

of 46 feet swept the land 
completely out from under a 
Cypress Point home, despite it 
being elevated above the Base 
Flood Elevation.

Residents in LaPlace waited 
for rescue boats on the second 
floor of their homes during 
Hurricane Ida as their ground 
levels flooded.

Hurricane Katrina caused 
$125 billion in damages, along 
with loss of life and emotional 
damage, which cannot be mea-
sured. Hurricane Laura dam-
aged 125 miles of coastline and 
destroyed businesses, libraries, 
parks, court records, and more 
throughout Southwest Lou-
isiana. Hurricane Delta left 
46,000 homes either damaged 
or completely destroyed with 
significantly more flooding.

Louisiana has a long his-

tory of flooding. People need 
flood insurance. So why have 
one-fifth of Louisianians on 
the NFIP — nearly 100,000 —
dropped their coverage?

Under President Biden, the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency implemented 
a new risk assessment pro-
gram — Risk Rating 2.0 — in 
2023, despite Congress never 
approving it. It jacks up rates, 
making premiums so ex-
pensive that people have no 
choice but to go without flood 
insurance.

I understand, as does Pres-
ident Trump, that Americans 
are tired of being ripped off. In 
2019, we worked together to 
delay Risk Rating 2.0 for a year. 
Now, I want to do it again —
permanently. Last June, I led a 
group of Republican colleagues 
in the effort to do so, and I 
won’t stop working until we 
succeed. Last month, I followed 
up with FEMA, emphasizing 
the urgent need to address the 

harm that Risk Rating 2.0 is 
doing to the NFIP as well as 
policyholders in my state and 
across the nation.

The American people need 
flood insurance to be cheaper, 
but also more reliable.

Right now, the NFIP relies 
on Congressional authoriza-
tion, meaning that if Congress 
fails to authorize the program, 
as in the case of a government 
shutdown, the NFIP will lapse, 
leaving millions of Americans 
hanging.

I introduced legislation 
to maintain coverage auto-
matically if Congress fails to 
reauthorize the NFIP. Coverage 
should be a guarantee, not a 
gamble on politicians’ ability 
to get their act together.

Congress needs to act, and 
soon. In the meantime, federal 
support is critical. I’ve secured 
about $13 billion for Louisi-
ana through the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA), much of it going directly 

to flood protection projects 
throughout the state.

If you go from LaPlace 
toward Baton Rouge, you’ll see 
construction on a huge flood 
control structure that I helped 
get money for.

If you go to Lake Pontchar-
train, you’ll see what over 50 
million dollars can do for local 
restoration efforts.

If you live in Terrebonne 
and Lafourche parishes, you’re 
right near the Morganza to the 
Gulf levee project, which I am 
supporting with $615 million 
through the IIJA and other 
mechanisms, including a pack-
age recently signed into law by

President Donald Trump. 
I find that moms rest eas-
ier knowing their families 
will stay safe and dry when 
the next storm comes. This 
funding gives her that peace of 
mind.

Let’s make flood insurance 
reliable, accountable, and 
affordable again.

The Ancient Mariner lament-
ed, “Water, water, everywhere, 
nor any drop to drink,” as he 
was surrounded by an ocean of 
undrinkable salty water.

With people unable to afford 
health care, the fraud epidemic 
in government social programs 
takes center stage. Medicare, 
Medicaid, ACA (Obamacare), 
Social Security, SNAP, etc. are 
rife with thievery. 

“Fraud, fraud everywhere, 
and money down the sink,” 
sums up the situation. That 
money is yours and mine, guys, 
extorted through taxes we are 

compelled to pay OR ELSE! 
Like DOGE, Dr. Mehmet Oz, 

administrator of the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid, has 
pledged to clean up the prob-
lem. Some programs have been 
entrenched in bureaucracy for 
decades, so I wish him well. 

With the 'Fat Cats' wanting 
to keep a plush job, perhaps the 
most difficult part may be what 
Elon Musk encountered; getting 
a dysfunctional Congress to do 
what they were elected for and 
swore to do.

Mitch Modecka
Westlake

Fraud everywhere and money down the sink
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